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Museum in Pietermaritzburg. He was Director of the Durban Museum and Art Gallery from 1 January 1952 until his retirement on 25 September 1982, and then continued as a research associate of the museum until his death.
Clancey wrote extensively about the taxonomy of African birds, naming some 200 subspecies of southern African birds; several avian subspecies have been named after him by others in his honor. His books include Catalogue of the Birds of the South African Subregion (1965) (1966) (1967) (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) , Handlist of the Birds of Southern Mozambique (1970 Mozambique ( -1972 , for which he was awarded the prestigious Gill Memorial Medal of the Southern African Ornithological Society, now BirdLife South Africa), The Birds of Natal and Zululand (1964) , The Gamebirds of Southern Africa (1967) , The Rare Birds of Southern Africa (1985) , and Kingfi shers of SubSaharan Africa (1992 Clancey's skill in the preparation of bird skins was renowned. The Museum's collection, the third largest in Africa (some 32,000 bird study skins) many collected during his 26 major expeditions, is widely acknowledged as the fi nest on the continent. His trips to Mozambique resulted in the largest collection of material from that poorly known region. His discovery of the Lemon-breasted Canary, a species new to science, and of the southern Mozambique population of the Olive-headed Weaver were particular highlights. His success is refl ected by the eminent ornithologists who have served there during and after his tenure, including Walter Lawson, Richard Brooke, Clive Quickelberge, Ian Sinclair, John Mendelsohn, and Aldo Berruti.
His artist talents are evident in the many bird paintings presented in his books and in the dioramas viewed by several million visitors to the Durban Natural Science Museum. Some of the dioramas were repainted up to six times until they matched his exacting standards. His avian portraits remain in high demand.
Clancey As Director of the Chicago Academy of Sciences, Beecher guided the Academy to emphasize nature education more, away from the scientifi c research institution it had been under its previous director. He directed modifi cations to exhibits, revamped the Atwood Celestial Sphere (a forerunner of the modern planetarium that was used to train navy pilots during World War II), and rehabilitated the Woodruff dioramas (using an innovative development of back-WILLIAM J. BEECHER, 1914 BEECHER, -2002 (Photo taken in the 1970s. Photo courtesy of Chicago Academy of Science.)
In Memoriam grounds incorporating painting, shadows, and color transparencies). In the 1970s, he conducted an effective public relations campaign to encourage managers of some of Chicago's taller buildings to turn off lights in spring and fall to reduce collision mortality by migrating birds.
Beecher's interest in nature photography encouraged several world-wide trips and the invention of new equipment. While at the Chicago Academy, he traveled to Avery Island, Louisiana, to study transGulf migration, and to various U.S. national parks, Africa (including Mt. Ruwenzori), Europe, Turkey, Lebanon, and Russia, often using the binocular camera he invented.
He also invented Beecher Mirage binoculars, using mirror optics that fi t onto a spectacle frame and function similarly to bifocals. His 85 g model was the rough equivalent of 7 35 binoculars. After retirement from the Chicago Academy in 1983, he set up a factory, the Beecher Research Company in Elgin, Illinois, to manufacture those binoculars. Although never popular with birders, Mirage binoculars were useful for people with macular degeneration. Most of the profi ts from this business were donated to efforts to conserve rain forests. He also kept up his personal research interest in the mechanics of the avian skull and would periodically visit the Field Museum of Natural History to examine skeletal specimens.
In his fi nal years, Dr. Beecher's health dramatically declined and he was rarely seen in public. He will be remembered for his life-time commitment to nature education and bird conservation.
